
The First Baptist Church 
A Welcoming and Affirming Church 

Worcester, Massachusetts 
May 30, 2010 

We are a community of believers who seek 
to grow in our faith and understanding as 

we live the Way of Jesus Christ. 



MORNING WORSHIP—Memorial Day Weekend 

 
May 30, 2010 ................................................................................................10:00 AM 

Please turn pagers and cell phones to silent mode. 
Nursery care is available for children during the worship service. 

Please speak to one of the ushers for assistance. 
 

PRELUDE Sicilienne ...............................................................Maria Theresia von Paradis 
  1759-1824 

 

*HYMN  48  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ......................................................... St. Denio 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. 
People: In all your ways acknowledge God, and God will make straight 
 your paths. 
Leader: The beginning of wisdom is this: get wisdom, and whatever else 
 you get, get insight. 
People: Prize her highly, and she will exalt you; she will honor you if you 
 embrace her. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts! 
ALL: We lift them up to the Lord! 

 

*INVOCATION (unison) 
Eternal God, whom to know is to be truly wise; pour the light of your 

Spirit into our minds and hearts, that we may discover what is your holy will 
and discern the true from the false, the evil from the good, and that we may 
always walk in the Way Jesus showed us, and we may be faithful in all things.  
In the spirit of Christ we pray: Our Father…(debts) 

 

*GLORIA PATRI  734 ...................................................................................... Greatorex 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*GREETING ONE ANOTHER   ..................................................................... Faithfulness 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; all I have needed thy hand hath provided— 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

SOLO  Intermezzo ................................................................................... Peter Mathews 
 b. 1944 

 



THE READING OF HOLY SCRIPTURE  Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 (pg. 515) 
 

LORD, LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN PRAYING................................... Children Praying 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF THE CHILDREN 
(Children who desire to participate in a Children’s Worship Experience are invited to join their worship leader following the Children’s Message.) 

 

SERMON  Things That Really Matter .......................................Thomas R. McKibbens 
 

HYMN  502  Be Thou My Vision............................................................................ Slane 
 

THE OFFERING OF OUR PRAYERS 
 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 Offertory Solo  Largo from New World Symphony .....................Antonín Dvorak 
  1841-1904 
 *Doxology ......................................................................................... Old Hundredth 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 

 *Prayer of Dedication 
 

*CLOSING HYMN  501  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.................. CWM Rhondda 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  Improvisation on Immortal, Invisible ..................................... Sherwood 
  

*Those who are able may stand. 
Arielle Cady, violin 

Will Sherwood, organist 
CCLI #2763143 

 

The New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
ABOUT OUR GUEST ORGANIST: Mr. Sherwood is no stranger to the music scene in 
Central Massachusetts. He has appeared at Mechanics Hall in Brown Bag series, 
Brown Bag for Children series, Benefit concerts for various non-profits, weddings and 
other special events, and in the past has conducted community choruses and musical 
theater in the area. He has appeared as guest artist with the Boston Pops, and in 
concert tours in Europe and the U.S. His musical styles embrace a wide range of 
genres from Classical to jazz. His creative and refreshing approach for compositions 
and improvisations are well received. 

Continued 



In his 45th year as a church musician, Will has been Director of Music at First 
Unitarian Church for 25 years, developing the music program from a sextet into a 
vibrant choral program and instrumental that delights all who participate and listen. 
The choir performs a wide range of works from unaccompanied early music, to 
oratorios and requiems of the great masters (with orchestra), to gospel, jazz, new 
age, and earth-centric music, and has produced three CDs in recent years. During his 
tenure at First Unitarian, He has overseen the acquiring of two Steinway B grand 
pianos, a high-end Synthesizer workstation, 3 timpani, and the complete rebuilding/
restoration of the church’s 67-rank, 4-manual Aeolian-Skinner pipe organ severely 
damaged in the 2000 steeple fire. 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH VALUE STATEMENTS 
INCLUSION 

We welcome all in Christ’s love. 
FREEDOM OF FAITH 

Individual interpretation of God’s Word and freedom of expression 
are cornerstones of our faith. 

SERVICE 
We seek to be a Christ-like presence in the world. 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
We encourage all to seek Christian growth. 

WE WELCOME YOU...to the Morning Worship of the First Baptist Church. If you 
are a guest, we express a special word of welcome and invite you to fill out the 
Welcome Card found in the pew rack. We are honored by your presence and 
hope you will return whenever you are able. The congregation of First Baptist 
Church, believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, embraces persons of every age, race, 
sexual orientation, denomination, cultural background, and economic means as 
vital and integral members of God’s family. We welcome everyone to 
participate in the membership, life, worship, and activities of this church. 

IF YOU ARE VISITING FOR THE FIRST TIME TODAY: 

Please join us for fellowship in Gordon Hall following the service. You can 
enjoy refreshments, meet members of this congregation, and learn about the 
many programs of this church. Gordon Hall is located by exiting the 
Sanctuary through the double doors near the pulpit. Enter Gordon Hall by the 
first door on the left in the hallway. If you are searching for a church home, 
we would love to get to know you. Please speak with the pastor, Thomas 
R. McKibbens, or call to speak with him during the week at 508-755-6143. 

Those with infants are welcome to take them to the Nursery. 
Please ask one of the ushers to assist you. 

HEARING AIDS, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS,  
AND CHILDREN’S BULLETINS ARE AVAILABLE… 

Please speak with one of our ushers for assistance. 

CHANCEL FLOWERS TODAY…are given in memory of Eleanor Long 
by her long time friend, Jonathan Nozzolillo.Z 



*SUNDAY EDUCATION SCHEDULE* 
9:00 AM: Bible & Bagels, Church School 
10:00 AM: Morning Worship 
11:00 AM: Coffee and… 

Youth Group: See bulletin announcements or the posted schedule. 
BIBLE & BAGELS...continues a study of Paul’s First Letter to Timothy. Join us 
on Sundays at 9:00 AM, have a bagel with coffee or tea, and enjoy a facili-
tated discussion of the day’s passage. Our team of leaders welcomes all, 
and each session stands alone, so if you occasionally miss a week it’s not a 
problem. This session will continue through July 4, 2010. 

ALL-CHURCH RETREAT IS NEXT WEEKEND...June 5&6 at the Grotonwood 
Camp and Retreat Center with guest leadership by Tony Pappas, our  

TABCOM Executive Minister, and Cheryl Harris, a professional 
consultant on diversity. Those who cannot attend the retreat 
will still have a worship service here at the church, led by the 

Rev. Joe O’Donnell, with Marjorie Ness on the organ. Church School and 
Bible & Bagels will not meet on Sunday, June 6. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP DATE CHANGE...The June meeting of the 
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship has moved to Saturday, June 12, 8:00 AM, 
@ the Parkway Diner, 148 Shrewsbury Street in Worcester. 

EDUCATION SUNDAY & ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC...on June 13, 2010! We will 
recognize all those who have been such a great help with our many pro-

grams and activities, and celebrate our recent graduates! We will 
also take a moment to give our best wishes to Tom McKibbens as 
he prepares to take the second part of his sabbatical. There will 

not be Church School or Children’s Worship. The picnic will be held out on 
our church front lawn (weather permitting). We will have games and 
activities for all to enjoy, and will reveal all Mystery Buddies. Plan to 
join us! 

TIME FOR TEA...The English Teas return! June 14 & 15, 2010, 3:00 PM, at 61 
Fales Street in Worcester (the home of Lynne Carroll). Scones & Cream, 
Wafer-Thin Cucumber Sandwiches, who could ask for anything more? 
Please add your name to the sign up list in the Church Office. 



ATTENTION GRADUATES, AND THOSE WHO LOVE THEM...Are you, or do you 
know someone who is graduating from high school, college or beyond? As 
part of our program on Education Sunday, June 13, 2010, we would like to 
honor those in our church family who have reached this milestone! If you, or 

someone you know qualifies, please contact Heather Kattan 
by MONDAY, June 7 (heatherk@fbc-worc.org) with their 
name, school from which they are graduating, degree 

earned, and any future plans they may have. Thank you! 

SUMMER CHURCH SCHOOL...will begin on Sunday, June 20. The children 
will be dismissed following the Children’s Affirmation, and have class in the 
Green Room on the second floor. Parents may pick up their children 
following Morning Worship. For directions to the Green Room, please 
speak with one of our ushers for assistance. 

VACATION BIBLE CAMP...will be an adventure of cosmic proportions! GALACTIC 
BLAST will be held at Wesley UMC (114 Main Street) from Monday, June 28, 

through July 1, 2010 — 5:30 to 8:30 PM. Come join us for an 
adventure praising God that’s out of this world! Registration 
is $15 per child, with a maximum of $25 per family. For details 

and a registration form visit www.fbc-worc.org, or, contact Rev. Heather 
Kattan [heatherk@fbc-worc.org/ 508-755-6143 x228]. 

SIGN-UP FOR CHURCH SUMMER SOFTBALL...Interested in fielding an FBC 
Adult Co-Ed Softball Team for summer play with other local churches? 
ANYONE ages 16 years and older is invited to play on Sunday afternoons. 
This opportunity is being organized out of the Epworth United Methodist 
Church (64 Salisbury Street), and the plan is to play for fun and recreation 
between June and Labor Day (off on July 4th). Please sign up in Gordon 
Hall following the service if you are interested. 

4-R-KIDS...Elm Park Ministries is gearing up to host their summer program, 
4-R-KIDS, where local churches organize Friday programming to 
supplement the Monday-Thursday summer program of the Elm Park 
Community School. This year the program will meet on the following 
Fridays: July 2, July 9, July 16, and July 23, 8:00 AM—1:30 PM (location 
TBA). If you would volunteer for any of these dates, please speak with Rev. 
Tom McKibbens or Rev. Heather Kattan. 




