
The First Baptist Church 
A Welcoming and Affirming Church 

Worcester, Massachusetts 
May 2, 2010 

We are a community of believers who seek 
to grow in our faith and understanding as 

we live the Way of Jesus Christ. 



MORNING WORSHIP 
 

MUSIC & ARTS WEEKEND—YOUTH MONTH 
May 2, 2010...................................................................................................10:00 AM 

Please turn pagers and cell phones to silent mode. 
Nursery care is available for children during the worship service. 

Please speak to one of the ushers for assistance. 
 

PRELUDE For the Beauty of the Earth .......................................... Peter Pindar Stearns 
  b. 1931 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN  40  For the Beauty of the Earth .................................. Dix 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP ............................................................................. Brielle Stovall 
Leader: God created the heavens, star-spattered with beauty, and the 
 earth, teeming with life. And God set us on the Earth, alive and 
 wide-eyed, able to see and hear, feel and taste life’s beauty, able to 
 dream and plan, create and build out of the richness of the earth. 
People: (singing) Lord of all to thee we raise, this our hymn of grateful praise! 
Leader: God gave us family and friends to love us, teachers to guide us, and 
 leaders to inspire us. God gave us Christ to show the Way and to be 
 a strengthening presence when life is difficult. 
People: (singing) Lord of all to thee we raise, this our hymn of grateful praise! 
Leader: Every good thing that fills our souls with gladness and our lives with 
 light is a gift from God. We have been entrusted with the gift of life. 
 For this, let us come before God in thanksgiving and grateful praise. 
ALL: (singing) Lord of all to thee we raise, this our hymn of grateful praise! 

 

*INVOCATION (unison) 
As we worship you, Eternal God, unstop our ears, that we might hear 

your good word. Sweep the cobwebs from our minds, that we may gain 
deeper understanding and insight. Strengthen our wills to walk more surely 
in your Way. And warm our hearts, that we may receive a full measure of 
your love. In the spirit of Christ we offer the prayer he taught: Our Father…
(debts) 

 

*GLORIA PATRI  734 ...................................................................................... Greatorex 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS ............................................... Heather Kattan 
 



ANTHEM  The Lord Is King (Psalm 93)....................................... Gregory Michael Smith 
 Winner, Fourth Annual Anthem Competition b. 1979 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR PRAYERS 
 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 Offertory  Praise ................................................................................... Alec Rowley 

To the Master of music and loveliness; to the Lord of the word of creation: 1892-1958 
To the Maker of movement, color and light: to the Builder, Designer, Creator: 
To the Theme of all song, Inspiration of love, To the Artist of life, 
To the Greatest and Least Be praise, power, dominion forever. 
For He is the greatest upon His high throne, And He was the least as the Child of a maiden. 
Praise then to Jesus whose mother was Mary, and praise now to Christ who is God in the 
midst of us. Lord of all beauty, adoring we come to thee, offering all that we are or can 
hope to be; give us thyself both in time and eternity. 

 *Doxology ......................................................................................... Old Hundredth 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 
 *Prayer of Dedication 

 

THE READING OF HOLY SCRIPTURE  Psalm 93 (pg. 478) ......... Stephanie Harvey 
 

LORD, LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN PRAYING...................................... Children Praying 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF THE CHILDREN ................................................... Heather Kattan 
(Children who desire to participate in a Children’s Worship Experience are invited to join their worship leader following the Children’s Message.) 

 

COMMUNION MEDITATION  God Above the Flood ..............Thomas R. McKibbens 
 

*COMMUNION HYMN  693  Bread of the World ................................. Rendez à Dieu 
 

A SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

Sanctus from Missa Brevis............................................................. W.A. Mozart 
 1756-1791 

The Passing of the Bread and Wine 
Bread of Heaven.....................................................................David Ashley White 
 b. 1944 

The Passing of the Peace, and Blest Be the Tie 
 

*CLOSING HYMN  6  Let the Whole Creation Cry...................................... Salzburg 



BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  Adagio on Bread of the World...............................................James Biery 
 b. 1956 

*Those who are able may stand. 
Chancel Choir 

William Ness, Minister of Music & Arts 
CCLI #2763143 

 

The New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 
 

First Baptist Church, Worcester congratulates our 
Annual Anthem Competition Winner! 

Gregory Michael Smith—Newcastle, Australia 
“The Lord Is King” Psalm 93 

SATB Chorus with Organ 

GREG SMITH is a composer & pianist based in Newcastle, Australia. He 
graduated from the University of Newcastle with a Bachelor of Music 
(first class honors and University medal) in 2000. He completed a 
Master of Creative Arts studying performance practice in Russian 

piano music in 2002. Greg has taught at the University of Newcastle 
(2000-2005) and Avondale College (2006). He currently works freelance. 

As a composer, Greg’s style is diverse, ranging from chamber music to 
musical theater. Sacred music forms a substantial part of his recent output, 
in part due to his role as musical director of the Sacred Heart Cathedral in 
Newcastle. Many of Greg’s sacred settings are psalms. “There are several 
aspects of setting psalms I particularly enjoy, including the rhythm of 
writing settings for the church year. I often marvel at the fact that I am 
creating a new musical interpretation of a text thousands of years old—a 
task undertaken by hundreds of other composers in the past (and present), 
linking my personal play with the emotions through sound with broader 
humanity.” Greg’s website is www.emotemuse.com. 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH VALUE STATEMENTS 
INCLUSION 

We welcome all in Christ’s love. 
FREEDOM OF FAITH 

Individual interpretation of God’s Word and freedom of expression 
are cornerstones of our faith. 

SERVICE 
We seek to be a Christ-like presence in the world. 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
We encourage all to seek Christian growth. 

WE WELCOME YOU...to the Morning Worship of the First Baptist Church. If you 
are a guest, we express a special word of welcome and invite you to fill out the 
Welcome Card found in the pew rack. We are honored by your presence and 
hope you will return whenever you are able. The congregation of First Baptist 
Church, believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, embraces persons of every age, race, 
sexual orientation, denomination, cultural background, and economic means as 
vital and integral members of God’s family. We welcome everyone to 
participate in the membership, life, worship, and activities of this church. 

IF YOU ARE VISITING FOR THE FIRST TIME TODAY: 
Please join us for fellowship in Gordon Hall following the service. You can 
enjoy refreshments, meet members of this congregation, and learn about the 
many programs of this church. Gordon Hall is located by exiting the 
Sanctuary through the double doors near the pulpit. Enter Gordon Hall by the 
first door on the left in the hallway. If you are searching for a church home, 
we would love to get to know you. Please speak with the pastor, Thomas 
R. McKibbens, or call to speak with him during the week at 508-755-6143. 

Those with infants are welcome to take them to the Nursery. 
Please ask one of the ushers to assist you. 
HEARING AIDS, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS,  

AND CHILDREN’S BULLETINS ARE AVAILABLE… 
Please speak with one of our ushers for assistance. 

CHANCEL FLOWERS TODAY...are given by Lois and David Sawin, in memory 
of Gertrude and James Wooten, Robert Chapman, and Evelyn and Henry 
Sawin.Z 



*SUNDAY EDUCATION SCHEDULE* 
8:00 AM: Bible & Bagels I 
8:45 AM: Continental Breakfast Served 
9:00 AM: Bible & Bagels II, Church School 
10:00 AM: Morning Worship 
11:00 AM: Coffee and… 
11:20 AM: Scrogin or Adult Forum, Activity Time 

Youth Group: See bulletin announcements or the posted schedule. 

MUSIC & ARTS WEEKEND CONCLUDES...we will have the premiere 
performance of the winning composition from the Fourth Annual Anthem 
Competition. Also in store is a fine Adult Forum presentation on Food for 
the World. 

YOUTH MONTH CONTINUES...Our theme this year is Standing Up For 
Christianity, and we thank you for your support during this month. Join us 
on May 16 for Youth Sunday! 

TABCOM REGIONAL YOUTH GATHERING, MAY 7 & 8, 2010...FBC of Pittsfield, 
MA will be our host, with plans for worship, fellowship, a coffeehouse, and 
a planned hike up Mount Greylock (weather permitting). Cost for youth is 
$35. Please see Rev. Heather Kattan for complete details, a registration 
form, and permission slip! 

CMHA WALK FOR THE HOMELESS...Join in the fun—let’s create a team for 
the 25th Annual Central Massachusetts Housing Alliance WALK for the 
Homeless on Sunday, May 16, 2010! Ask family and friends to pledge an 
amount per mile to support your efforts in fighting homelessness. Meet to 
depart from Elm Park at 2:00 PM and walk three miles, RAIN OR SHINE. 
Contact Rev. Heather Kattan [heatherk@fbc-worc.org] or Dr. Robin McFee
[tweetydoctor@aol.com] to sign-up! 

NAME THE FBC GARDEN...Announcing a contest to name the FBC organic 
garden, which is located next to the parking lot entrance to 
the church (outside the Lee Room). Please submit your 
suggestions to Cathleen Samborski [csamborski@msn.com] 
or Tom McKibbens [tomm@fbc-worc.org] by May 15, 2010. 
Winning name will be chosen and announced after that date! 



PRAYER… 
God is a Spirit: and they that worship him 

must worship him in spirit and in truth 
~John 4:24 

Please include in your prayers… 
• Our American Baptist family: ABCUSA and TABCOM 
• Our ministers and their families 
• Bradford Mills, Philip Heywood, Jean Mills, Belinda White 
• Those who are in care facilities 
• Those who are grieving; alone; anxious; separated 
• The homeless, hungry, unemployed 
• Those in a family crisis 
• People with chronic disease, and their caregivers 
• People who are victimized by accident, family strife, disaster, war 
• Our ministry at Jeremiah’s Inn 
• The youth ministries of our church; the TABCOM Youth Gathering in Pittsfield, 

Massachusetts 
• Victims of tornadoes, hurricanes, earthquakes 
• Worcester Interfaith, Buildings and Grounds, the Skein of Knitters 

CHANCEL FLOWERS were given on April 25, 2010 in memory of deceased 
members of our two Prayer Fellowships: Harriet Hight, Grace LaPearle, 
Pauline Lionett, Elizabeth McCune, Lynn McCune, Cinderella McFee, 
Helen Miller, David Olson, Doris Pitcher, Florence Pride, Lois Richardson.Z 
SPIRIT OF HOPE© BENEFIT CONCERT…Please join us on Sunday, May 16, 2010, 
3:00 PM in the FBC Sanctuary for a benefit concert featuring professional 

singers Rochelle Bard and Kenneth Mattice, with the Grace Christian 
Centre Gospel Choir and other local voice choirs. The concert will 
include Broadway hits and Gospel music, with all proceeds benefiting 

Spirit of Hope, Inc.©, a Worcester non-profit funding individuals and groups 
travelling to Haiti to assist in rebuilding efforts. Tickets for FBC members are 
offered at a discounted rate in the Church Office: $10 adults/$5 children 
(12 and under). A cupcake reception will follow in Gordon Hall. 

HOPE FOR HOUSING...Remember to stop by our table in Gordon Hall each 
week to make your food shopping card purchases! 




