
The First Baptist Church 
A Welcoming and Affirming Church 

Worcester, Massachusetts 
June 20, 2010 

We are a community of believers who seek 
to grow in our faith and understanding as 

we live the Way of Jesus Christ. 



MORNING WORSHIP—FATHER’S DAY 
 

June 20, 2010................................................................................................10:00 AM 
Please turn pagers and cell phones to silent mode. 

Nursery care is available for children during the worship service. 
Please speak to one of the ushers for assistance. 

 
PRELUDE Ciacona in E minor, BuxWV 160......................................Dieterich Buxtehde 
  1637-1707 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP .................................................................................. David Goff 
 

People: I Choose Us. 
Leader: Truth reveals its beautiful but covered face only to those wayfarers 
 who go on their journey of discovery hand in hand with other 
 human beings. [Seyyed Mohammed Khatami] 
People: I Choose Us. 
Leader: Relationships based on love recognize that others have a right to 
 be. These relationships accept the sacredness of difference. 
 [Journalist Chris Hedges] 
People: I Choose Us. 
Leader: To search for ways to structure interdependent lives more 
 responsibly is no longer, if it ever was, mere idealism. It has become 
 the fundamental need we all share. [American philosopher 
 Robert Bellah] 
People: I Choose Us. 
Leader: Our differences, the qualities and beliefs and lifestyles that 
 distinguish each of us as individuals or groups, have turned out to 
 be the very stuff on which a deeper and more meaningful 
 consensus can be built. [Quantum physicist Dana Zohar] 
People: I Choose Us. 
Leader: A Community of mutual trust is indestructible. 
People: I Choose Us. 
Leader: I want you to be. [Augustine] 
ALL: I Choose Us. 

 
*OPENING HYMN  424  How Can I Keep from Singing? ....................... Endless Song 

 



*UNISON PRAYER (Paraphrased by Michael Harvey) 
Our Parent God, 
May your presence be respected, 
May your Vision be accepted, 
May your creation intention be reflected 
In our lives and institutions. 
 

Give us each day what we need. 
Forgive us when we fail you 
As we forgive those who fail us. 
Do not put us on trial. 
Stand with us in the time of trial. 
 

May Your Vision, 
Your Power, 
And Your Glory 
Be forever. 
Amen 

 
*GLORIA PATRI  734 ...................................................................................... Greatorex 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS .....................................................Mark Hecox 
 

*GREETING ONE ANOTHER ....................................................................... Faithfulness 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; all I have needed thy hand hath provided— 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

THE READING OF HOLY SCRIPTURE  Isaiah 61:1-4 (pg. 603) ........ Michael Harvey 
 Matthew 7:24-27 (pg. 788) 

 

LORD, LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN PRAYING................................... Children Praying 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF THE CHILDREN ................................. David Goff & Mark Hecox 
(Children who desire to participate in a Children’s Worship Experience are invited to join their worship leader following the Children’s Message.) 

 

SERMON The House on the Rock ............................................... Rev. Michael Harvey 
 

*HYMN  397  The Gift of Love ..................................................................... Gift of Love 
 



THE OFFERING OF OUR PRAYERS 
 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 Offertory  Sonatina, Op 36, no. 3 ................................................... Muzio Clementi 
  1752-1832 
 *Doxology ......................................................................................... Old Hundredth 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 

 *Prayer of Dedication 
 

*CLOSING HYMN  557  Pass It On....................................................................... Kaiser 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  Canzona, BuxWV 171 .................................................. Dieterich Buxtehude 
  

*Those who are able may stand. 
 

Stephanie Harvey, piano 
William Ness, Minister of Music & Arts 

CCLI #2763143 
The New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

OUR GUEST MINISTER: 

Michael Harvey is the Executive Director of the Conference of Baptist 
Ministers in Massachusetts. He came to this position after 38 years of being a 
pastor in rural Kentucky and in urban Chicago. Michael is a graduate 
of Berea College and Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. He has led 
workshops and conferences on Dialogue, Prayer, Marriage, and 
Biblical Studies. Michael is married to Paula, and together with their 
daughter, Stephanie, and Stephanie’s grandmother, Joyce, attend the First 
Baptist Church in Worcester. Stephanie is in her fourth year of piano study 
with our own Sue Wen. You may contact Michael in response to his sermon 
at <cbmm@charter.net>. 

PASTORAL CARE REMINDER: Rev. Don Crosby will be available for 
pastoral care emergencies during Tom’s sabbatical. His home 

phone number: 508-459-0210; cell phone number: 508-723-2600. 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH VALUE STATEMENTS 
INCLUSION 

We welcome all in Christ’s love. 
FREEDOM OF FAITH 

Individual interpretation of God’s Word and freedom of expression 
are cornerstones of our faith. 

SERVICE 
We seek to be a Christ-like presence in the world. 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
We encourage all to seek Christian growth. 

WE WELCOME YOU...to the Morning Worship of the First Baptist Church. If you are a 
guest, we express a special word of welcome and invite you to fill out the Welcome 
Card found in the pew rack. We are honored by your presence and hope you will 
return whenever you are able. The congregation of First Baptist Church, believing that 
God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and meant to be shared and 
celebrated by all, embraces persons of every age, race, sexual orientation, 
denomination, cultural background, and economic means as vital and integral 
members of God’s family. We welcome everyone to participate in the membership, 
life, worship, and activities of this church. 

IF YOU ARE VISITING FOR THE FIRST TIME TODAY: 
Please join us for fellowship in Gordon Hall following the service. You can enjoy 
refreshments, meet members of this congregation, and learn about the many 
programs of this church. Gordon Hall is located by exiting the Sanctuary through 
the double doors near the pulpit. Enter Gordon Hall by the first door on the left in 
the hallway. If you are searching for a church home, we would love to get to 
know you. Please speak with the pastor, Thomas R. McKibbens, or call to 
speak with him during the week at 508-755-6143. 

Those with infants and children ages 3-5 are welcome to take them to the 
Nursery or Preschool (located in the Caboose). 

Please ask one of our ushers to assist you. 

HEARING AIDS, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, AND CHILDREN’S BULLETINS 
ARE AVAILABLE…Please speak with one of our ushers for assistance. 

CHANCEL FLOWERS TODAY…are given by Stephanie and T.C. Gaudette in 
memory of Sabine Lillian Gaudette, on her first birthday.Z 



*SUMMER SUNDAY SCHEDULE* 
8:45 AM: Nursery & Preschool Room Opens 
9:00 AM: Bible & Bagels 
10:00 AM: Morning Worship; Summer Church School 
11:00 AM: Refreshments & Fellowship; BP Screening 

Youth Group: See bulletin announcements or the posted schedule. 
BIBLE & BAGELS...continues a study of I & II Timothy. Join us on 
Sundays at 9:00 AM, have a bagel with coffee or tea, and enjoy a 
facilitated discussion of the day’s passage. Each session stands 

alone, so if you occasionally miss a week it’s not a problem. This session will 
continue through July 25, 2010 (update). 

SUMMER CHURCH SCHOOL BEGINS TODAY...Children will be dismissed 
following the Children’s Affirmation, and have class in the Green Room on 
the second floor. Parents may pick up their children following Morning 
Worship. For directions to the Green Room, please speak with one of our 
ushers for assistance. 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING TODAY...High blood pressure usually has no 
symptoms, and uncontrolled high blood pressure can lead to 
stroke, heart attack, heart failure or kidney failure. The only way to 
tell that you have high blood pressure is to have your blood 

pressure checked. A free screening is scheduled today in the Library 
following Morning Worship. Sponsored by the Health Cabinet. 

VACATION BIBLE CAMP...GALACTIC BLAST will be held at Wesley UMC (114 Main 
Street) from Monday, June 28, through July 1, 2010 — 5:30 to 8:30 PM. 
Registration is $15 per child, with a maximum of $25 per family. For details 
and a registration form visit www.fbc-worc.org, or, contact Rev. Heather 
Kattan [heatherk@fbc-worc.org/ 508-755-6143 x228]. 

4-R-KIDS...Elm Park Ministries summer program, 4-R-KIDS, seeks 
volunteers. The program will meet on the following Fridays and 
locations from 8:00 AM—1:30 PM: July 2 @ Wesley UMC, July 9 
@ Epworth UMC, July 16 @ Blessed Sacrament RCC, and July 23 
@ All Saints Episcopal. If you would volunteer for any of these 
dates, please speak with Rev. Heather Kattan. 



TORGERSEN BOOK AVAILABLE...This past year as a Christmas gift for her 
mother and siblings, Anne Goff edited and published a small book 
called, Sermons of Gordon M. Torgersen. There are twenty-six of her 
father’s sermons in it, and an anonymous donor has generously 

made it possible to have additional copies printed and which are now 
available at a subsidized cost of $10.00 each. Anne will be in Gordon Hall 
following Morning Worship today for those interested in securing a copy! 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY...Lutheran Social Services extends an invitation to 
their Open House celebration in commemoration of World Refugee Day on 
Monday, June 21, 2010, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM, 51 Union Street, 2nd floor in 
Worcester. World Refugee Day honors the courage, strength, and 
determination of women, men, and children who are forced to flee their 
homeland under threat of persecution, conflict and violence. For questions, 
contact Diane Fitzmaurice <dfitzmaurice@lssne.org> or 508-754-1121. 

DONATIONS FOR REFUGEE FAMILIES NEEDED...Warren Jones continues to 
coordinate pick-up and delivery of much needed household 
items for arriving refugee families. At this time, the following 
items are needed: Beds, A/C units and fans, sofas, dining table & 
chairs, bicycles, computers (expertise exists to make back-up 
copies of your files), TV’s, clothing chests/bureaus, small freezers, washing 
machines. Please call Warren to arrange pick-up: 978-368-1310 

YOUTH GROUP T-SHIRTS...Love the t-shirts worn by the Youth on Youth 
Sunday and wish you owned one? You’re in luck—we are now 
taking orders for those interested in making a purchase! Place 
your name, number and shirt size you desire on the sheet outside 
of Rev. Heather Kattan’s office. Pricing determined by the size of 
the order, so place your order today! 

HOPE FOR HOUSING...Remember to stop by our table in Gordon Hall each 
week to make your food shopping card purchases! When 
used, 5% of your total purchase goes toward the prevention 
and early intervention assistance to families and individuals 
who are at risk of homelessness. 




