
The First Baptist Church 
A Welcoming and Affirming Church 

Worcester, Massachusetts 
July 18, 2010 

We are a community of believers who seek 
to grow in our faith and understanding as 

we live the Way of Jesus Christ. 



MORNING WORSHIP 
July 18, 2010..................................................................................................10:00 AM 

Please turn pagers and cell phones to silent mode. 
Nursery care is available for children during the worship service. 

Please speak to one of the ushers for assistance. 
 

PRELUDE Adagio from Sonata I, Op. 65 ......................................... Felix Mendelssohn 
  1809-1847 

 

*OPENING HYMN  502  Be Thou My Vision ........................................................ Slane 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP .......................................................................... Heather Kattan 
Leader: We are called together this day to praise God. 
People: We ask that God will put us in pathways of service to others. 
Leader: The Lord will walk with us as we faithfully witness to Christ’s love. 
People: Open our hearts, Lord, to receive your words and will. 
Leader: Come, let us worship God! 
ALL: Let us sing our praises to God our Redeemer and Healer. 

 

*INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER 
God of time and eternity; we are blessed by our hope in Christ Jesus and 

his love in our lives. In the week that is ahead, our relationships to family, 
possessions, work, and moods will demand our attention. Free us to love you 
with all our hearts and to love the world into what it is to become by your 
mercy and justice. Let our love be genuine. Let our affections be tempered 
with holiness. Let our desires be shaped by the vision of a new heaven and a 
new earth. Let our actions reflect the balance of love for your reign in all 
things. Let our perceptions and feelings be ordered by the hope we have in 
Christ, we ask in his name and we pray together as he taught: Our Father 
(debts)... 

 

*GLORIA PATRI  734 ...................................................................................... Greatorex 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*GREETING ONE ANOTHER ....................................................................... Faithfulness 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; all I have needed thy hand hath provided— 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

THE READING OF HOLY SCRIPTURE  Matthew 5:1-3 (pg. 785) 



SOLO  Air from Elijah ......................................................................... Felix Mendelssohn 
Then shall the righteous shine forth 
as the sun in their heavenly Father’s realm. 
Joy on their head shall be for everlasting, 
and all sorrow and mourning shall flee away for ever. 

 

LORD, LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN PRAYING................................... Children Praying 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF THE CHILDREN 
(Children who desire to participate in Summer Church School are invited to join their worship leader following the Children’s Message.) 

 

*HYMN  468  My Jesus, I Love Thee ................................................................ Gordon 
 

SERMON  Higher Ground ........................................................... Kenneth E. Swenson 
 

THE OFFERING OF OUR PRAYERS 
 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 Offertory  The Call, from Five Mystical Songs .....................Ralph Vaughn Williams 
 Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: Such a Way, as gives us breath: 1872-1958 

Such a Truth, as ends all strife: Such a Life, as killeth death. 
 

Come, My Light, my Feast, my Strength: Such a Light, as shows a feast: 
Such a Feast, as mends in length: Such a Strength, as makes his guest. 

 

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: Such a Joy, as none can move: 
Such a Love, as none can part: Such a Heart, as joys in love. 

George Herbert 1593-1633 
 *Doxology ......................................................................................... Old Hundredth 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 

 *Prayer of Dedication 
 

*CLOSING HYMN  Higher Ground (see insert) .................................... Higher Ground 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  Sonata No. 3 in A Major ................................................Felix Mendelssohn 
Wedding March for Fanny Mendelssohn: a portion of movement I. 

*Those who are able may stand. 

(Continued) 



Tom Oesterling, tenor 
Marjorie Ness, organist 

CCLI #2763143 
 

The New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

TODAY’S GUEST MINISTER: 
The Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Swenson is no stranger to the congregation of The First 
Baptist Church, Worcester. As of January 2006, he serves as Director of World 
Mission Support for The American Baptist Churches of Massachusetts. He has been 
involved in hands-on mission work since his first pastorate in Nebraska, and has been 
on nine mission trips around the world. Ken has been engaged in pastoral ministry for 
nearly 30 years, including pastorates in North Andover, Worcester, and Lexington, 
Massachusetts. He received a BA from Gordon College, a Master of Divinity from 
Bethel Theological Seminary, and a Doctor of Ministry from San Francisco Theological 
Seminary. Ken and his wife Edie have two children and four grandchildren. 

TODAY’S GUEST ORGANIST: 
Marjorie Ness is Associate Professor of Music at Fitchburg State College, has served 
the Wesley United Methodist Church, Worcester as Minister of Music & Arts from 
1995-2008, and most recently served the Memorial Congregational Church of 
Sudbury, Massachusetts as Director of Music (2003-2008). In addition, she is spouse 
to our Minister of Music & Arts, William Ness. 

TODAY’S SOLOIST: 
Thomas Oesterling is heard frequently on the opera and concert stage in the Boston 
area. The Boston Globe has praised him for the "Sweetness, awe and clarity" of his 
singing of Uriel in Haydn’s Creation under the baton of Robert Shaw. He has also 
appeared to critical acclaim with Boston Lyric Opera and Opera New England as well 
as Cape Cod Opera, Ohio Light Opera, Opera Theatre of Saint Louis, and Opera North.  
He is a frequent interpreter of Handel’s Messiah, most recently with Franklin Pierce 
College , Cape Cod Chorale and the Woodstock , Vermont Holiday Festival. 

Mr. Oesterling is committed to opera outreach and education, since 1994 serving as 
managing director and principal tenor soloist with Opera to Go, an outreach opera 
company which brings opera to thousands of children in schools each year. Thomas is 
an alumnus of Washington University and holds a Master of Music degree from The 
Boston Conservatory and a diploma from the Boston University Opera Institute. 

TODAY’S CHANCEL FLOWERS are given 
in loving memory of Harrison G. Taylor, Jr.Z 





FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH VALUE STATEMENTS 
INCLUSION 

We welcome all in Christ’s love. 
FREEDOM OF FAITH 

Individual interpretation of God’s Word and freedom of expression 
are cornerstones of our faith. 

SERVICE 
We seek to be a Christ-like presence in the world. 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
We encourage all to seek Christian growth. 

WE WELCOME YOU...to the Morning Worship of the First Baptist Church. If you are a 
guest, we express a special word of welcome and invite you to fill out the Welcome 
Card found in the pew rack. We are honored by your presence and hope you will 
return whenever you are able. The congregation of First Baptist Church, believing that 
God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and meant to be shared and 
celebrated by all, embraces persons of every age, race, sexual orientation, 
denomination, cultural background, and economic means as vital and integral 
members of God’s family. We welcome everyone to participate in the membership, 
life, worship, and activities of this church. 

IF YOU ARE VISITING FOR THE FIRST TIME TODAY: 
Please join us for fellowship in Gordon Hall following the service. You can 

enjoy refreshments, meet members of this congregation, and learn about the many 
programs of this church. Gordon Hall is located by exiting the Sanctuary through 
the double doors near the pulpit. Enter Gordon Hall by the first door on the left in 
the hallway. If you are searching for a church home, we would love to get to 
know you. Please speak with one of our Ministers, or call to speak with them 
during the week at 508-755-6143. 

Those with infants and children ages up to age 5 are welcome to take 
them to the Nursery/Preschool class (located in the Caboose). Please ask one 
of our ushers to assist you. 

Hearing Aids, Large Print Bulletins, and Children’s Bulletins are  
available…Please speak with one of our ushers for assistance. 

FLOWERS FOR THE CHANCEL...During the month of August, the Floral Arts 
Committee encourages the gardeners among us to consider sharing the 
beauty of their gardens! We welcome any arrangements, and ask that you 
bring them with you on Sunday before Worship and place them at the front in 
Gordon Hall.Z 



*SUMMER SUNDAY SCHEDULE* 
8:45 AM: Nursery & Preschool Room Opens 
9:00 AM: Bible & Bagels 
10:00 AM: Morning Worship; Summer Church School 
11:00 AM: Refreshments and…; BP Screening in the Library 

Youth Group: See bulletin announcements or the posted schedule. 
BIBLE & BAGELS...continues a study of I & II Timothy. Join us on Sundays at 
9:00 AM, have a bagel with coffee or tea, and enjoy a facilitated discussion 
of the day’s passage. Each session stands alone, so if you occasionally miss 
a week it’s not a problem. The study concludes on July 25, 2010. 

SUMMER CHURCH SCHOOL...Children will be dismissed following the 
Children’s Affirmation, and have class in the Green Room on the second 
floor. Parents may pick up their children following Morning Worship. For 
directions to the Green Room, please speak with one of our ushers for 
assistance. 
REFRESHMENTS AND...Join with the family and friends following the 
service today in Gordon Hall. Be sure to take time to reach out to those 
among us who are new at the First Baptist Church! 

*PREACHING THIS SUMMER* 
July 25 Rev. David Story 
August 1 Rev. Heather Kattan 
 (Mid-Summer Communion in Gordon Hall) 
August 8 Rev. George McDermott 
August 15 Rev. Adrienne Berry-Burton 
August 22 Rev. Gordon Swan 
August 29 Rev. Paul Ferrin 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING TODAY...High blood pressure usually has no 
symptoms, and uncontrolled high blood pressure can lead to stroke, heart 
attack, heart failure or kidney failure. The only way to tell that you have 
high blood pressure is to have your blood pressure checked. A free 
screening is scheduled today in the Library following Morning Worship. 
Sponsored by the Health Cabinet. 




