
We are a community of believers who seek 
to grow in our faith and understanding as 

we live the Way of Jesus Christ. 

The First Baptist Church 
A Welcoming and Affirming Church 

Worcester, Massachusetts 
January 24, 2010 



MORNING WORSHIP 
 

January 24, 2010 ..........................................................................................10:00 AM 
Please turn pagers and cell phones to silent mode. 

Nursery care is available for children during the worship service. 
Please speak to one of the ushers for assistance. 

 
PRELUDE Aria .......................................................................................... Ronald Arnatt 
  b. 1930 

 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN  544  The Church’s One Foundation ........................... Aurelia 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: On this Lord’s Day, we gather as the body of Christ. 
People: We are not alone, but gather as ones who bring different gifts to 
 this body. 
Leader: On this Lord’s Day, we gather in thoughtfulness and concern. 
People: We are a community, and we gather as those who care for one 
 another and for the world. 
ALL: On this Lord’s Day, we gather with open hearts, willing hands, and 
 determined minds, ready to follow the Way of Christ. 

 

*INVOCATION (unison) 
Holy God, in soft-falling snow we hear your peace; in the whisper of the 

wind we overhear your dreams for us; in the silence of a frozen night we 
eavesdrop on your grace; in the cry of suffering we take notice of your 
compassion. Overcome our obsession of focusing on ourselves, so we might 
serve; make us simple enough to hear your good news and wise enough to 
live it. May we drink deeply from the cup of compassion. As we worship 
together, may we taste your strength; as we pray together, may our hearts 
feast on your love; as we think together, may we hear the Word you have for 
us. In these moments, O God, be with us and guide us, as we pray the prayer 
Jesus taught us: Our Father…(debts) 

 

*GLORIA PATRI  734 ...................................................................................... Greatorex 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS ............................................... Heather Kattan 
 



ANTHEM  The Spirit of the Lord from The Apostles.............................. Edward Elgar 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 1857-1934 
because He hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the poor: 
He hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord; 

 

To give unto them that mourn a garland for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; 
That they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 
that He might be glorified. 

 

For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, 
and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; 
So the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring forth before all the nations. 

 

*GREETING ONE ANOTHER  650 (Philippians 4:4) ...................................... Anonymous 
Rejoice in the Lord always, again I say, rejoice! (repeat) 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Again I say rejoice! (repeat) 
 

JESUS LOVES ME...................................................................................................China 

Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so! 
Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF THE CHILDREN ................................................... Heather Kattan 
(Children who desire to participate in a Children’s Worship Experience are invited to join their worship leader following the Children’s Message.) 

 

THE READING OF HOLY SCRIPTURE:  I Corinthians 12:12-31a (pg. 933) 
 

SERMON  Flying High ............................................................. Thomas R. McKibbens 
 

*HYMN  595  They’ll Know We Are Christians .................... Scholtes (para. John 13:35) 
 

THE OFFERING OF OUR PRAYERS 
THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 Offertory Anthem  Jesus, Sun of Life, My Splendor ........................... G.F. Handel 
 ...Jesus, thou, my Friend most tender, 1685-1759 

Jesus, Joy of my desiring, Fount of Life, my soul inspiring, 
at Thy feet I cry, my Maker, let me be a fit partaker 
of this blessed food from heaven, for our good, Thy glory, given. 

 

Jesus, Bread of Life, I pray thee, let me gladly here obey Thee, 
by Thy love I am invited, be Thy love with love requited; 
from this Supper let me measure, Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 
Through the gifts Thou here dost give me as Thy guest in heaven receive me. 



 *Doxology ......................................................................................... Old Hundredth 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 
 *Prayer of Dedication 

 

*CLOSING HYMN  547  We Are God’s People ............................................ Symphony 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  Intermezzo from Sonata in A minor, Op, 98 ............... Josef Rheinberger 
 1839-1901 
*Those who are able may stand. 

Chancel Choir 
William Ness, Minister of Music & Arts 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH VALUE STATEMENTS 
INCLUSION 

We welcome all in Christ’s love. 

FREEDOM OF FAITH 
Individual interpretation of God’s Word and freedom of expression 

are cornerstones of our faith. 
SERVICE 

We seek to be a Christ-like presence in the world. 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

We encourage all to seek Christian growth. 
******* 

IF YOU ARE VISITING FOR THE FIRST TIME TODAY: 
Join us for fellowship in Gordon Hall following the service. You can enjoy 

refreshments, meet members of this congregation, and learn about the 
many programs of this church. Gordon Hall is located by exiting the 
Sanctuary through the double doors near the pulpit. Enter Gordon Hall 

by the first door on the left in the hallway. 

If you are searching for a church home, we would love to get to know you. 
Please speak with the pastor, Thomas R. McKibbens, or call to speak with 
him during the week at 508-755-6143. 

Those with infants are welcome to take them to the Nursery. 
Please ask one of the ushers to assist you. 



ABOUT TODAY’S SERVICE & PROGRAMS 
WE WELCOME YOU...to the Morning Worship of the First Baptist Church. If you 
are a guest, we express a special word of welcome and invite you to fill out the 
Welcome Card found in the pew rack. We are honored by your presence and 
hope you will return whenever you are able. The congregation of First Baptist 
Church, believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, embraces persons of every age, race, 
sexual orientation, denomination, cultural background, and economic means as 
vital and integral members of God’s family. We welcome everyone to 
participate in the membership, life, worship, and activities of this church. 
HEARING AIDS, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, AND CHILDREN’S BULLETINS ARE 
AVAILABLE…Please speak with one of our ushers for assistance. 
CHANCEL FLOWERS...The flowers on display today are given in appreciation of 
Landy Johnson’s leadership during her three years as Moderator. 

*SUNDAY EDUCATION SCHEDULE* 
8:00 AM: Bible & Bagels I 
8:45 AM: Continental Breakfast Served 
9:00 AM: Bible &Bagels II, Church School 
10:00 AM: Morning Worship 
11:00 AM: Coffee and… 
11:20 AM: Forum, AB Kids 

Youth Group: See bulletin announcements or the posted schedule. 

ADULT FORUM TODAY…The Children of Tibet: Living at the Roof of the 
World, with Ken Swenson. Join us in Gordon Hall at 11:20 AM to 
learn how the American Baptist Churches of Massachusetts are 
partnering with a school and orphanage in Lhasa, Tibet so that the 

physical, educational, and spiritual needs of orphan children are being met. 
You will be moved! 

MEMBERSHIP CLASS...Senior Minister Thomas R. McKibbens will offer 
orientation and information sessions for those interested in 
membership at the First Baptist Church. These classes will take 
place on three successive Sundays: January 31, February 7, and 

February 14 at 11:15, following Morning Worship. All interested individuals 
are welcome to attend! 




