
The First Baptist Church 
A Welcoming and Affirming Church 

Worcester, Massachusetts 
April 18, 2010 

We are a community of believers who seek 
to grow in our faith and understanding as 

we live the Way of Jesus Christ. 



MORNING WORSHIP 
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION WEEK 

April 18, 2010 ................................................................................................10:00 AM 
Please turn pagers and cell phones to silent mode. 

Nursery care is available for children during the worship service. 
Please speak to one of the ushers for assistance. 

 
PRELUDE Just a Closer Walk With Thee 

Celebration Jazz Band 
Sal Ranniello, drums; Bob Shepherd, piano; Sherman Kahn, clarinet; 
Tom Boates, trombone; Dave Daddario, bass; Gary Miller, trumpet 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 150) 
Leader: Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty 
 firmament!  
People: Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his 
 surpassing greatness!  
Leader: Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! 
People: Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings 
 and pipe! 
Leader: Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with loud clashing 
 cymbals! 
ALL: Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! Praise the LORD! 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN  730  Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory.............Battle Hymn 
 

*INVOCATION (unison) 
We gather, O God, in a service of worship, guided by the recurring theme of 

your love, yet filled with constant variations and enormous discipline. Grant that 
in this hour we may tap to a new future, sway to God’s newness, and hum to 
God’s freedom. In whatever variations our lives consist, keep us true to the main 
theme. May we discern the beat of holy scripture, dance to the cadences of 
Christ’s teaching, and sway to the melody of his Way. May we catch the rhythm 
of God’s faithfulness, and commit our lives to the Easter faith that Christ is risen 
indeed! In the spirit of Christ we offer the prayer he taught: Our Father…(debts) 

 

*GLORIA PATRI  734 ...................................................................................... Greatorex 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS ............................................... Heather Kattan 



*GREETING ONE ANOTHER  Do, Lord, Remember Me ................................ Spiritual 
Do, Lord, O do Lord, Lord remember me; Do, Lord, O do Lord, Lord remember me; 

Do, Lord, O do Lord, Lord remember me, way beyond the blue. 
When I’m dyin’, Lord remember me… 

When this world’s on fire, Lord remember me... 
 

THE READING OF HOLY SCRIPTURE  Psalm 30 (pg. 439) ............... Barbara Ward 
 Acts 9:1-6 (pg. 893) 

 

JESUS LOVES ME...................................................................................................China 

Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so! 
Little ones to him belong; they are weak but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF THE CHILDREN ................................................... Heather Kattan 
(Children who desire to participate in a Children’s Worship Experience are invited to join their worship leader following the Children’s Message.) 

 

*HYMN  473  What a Friend We Have in Jesus ............................................ Converse 
 

THE OFFERING OF OUR PRAYERS 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE  We Shall Not Be Moved .......................................... Gary Miller 
 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 Offertory Anthem  What A Wonderful World 
 *Doxology ......................................................................................... Old Hundredth 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 

 *Prayer of Dedication 
 

SERMON  Surprised by a Sparrow.................................................. Rev. Gary L. Miller 
 

*CLOSING HYMN  260  The Old Rugged Cross ................................ Old Rugged Cross 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  The Saints 
 

*Those who are able may stand. 
William Ness, Minister of Music & Arts 

CCLI #2763143 
The New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



ABOUT OUR GUEST MINISTER: 
Born in Tonawanda, New York (a Buffalo suburb), on May 3, 1943, the Rev. Gary L. Miller 
was nurtured in a deeply faithful family of musicians who found in the church a perfect 
setting for the sharing of God's wonderful gift of music. This beginning filled Gary with a 
rich appreciation for the worship experience and the power it contained when it was 
"alive" and filled with the spirit of God's presence. 

Rev. Miller's ordained ministry began in June 1968, with a three month interim 
assignment in rural Fillmore/Boltonville, Wisconsin. In September of 1968, he became the 
Youth Minister at The First Congregational Church of Saginaw (Michigan). In 1971, Gary 
initiated "non-traditional" worship services in local churches with a heavy emphasis on 
contemporary and jazz music. In 1972; he organized the Celebration Road Show, an 
all-star collection of musicians, to further explore the possibilities of music and worship in 
the church and from 1972 - 1977 the Celebration Road Show traveled over 800,000 miles 
providing programs and worship in the sanctuaries of most major Christian 
Denominations, classrooms, concert stages and supper clubs. 

In January of 1977, the Miller family moved to the Florida Conference of the United 
Church of Christ as Associate Conference Minister, under the auspices of the United 
Church Board for Homeland Ministries, with major responsibility for Christian Education, 
Youth Ministry and Media/Identity Development. It was during these next two years that 
Gary was to acknowledge the urgency of his family's return to a local church setting. 

In January of 1979, Rev. Miller accepted and began a pastorate at The Congregational 
Church of Algonquin, Illinois. In the thirteen and one-half years of his service and ministry, 
the church grew from approximately two hundred members to almost fourteen hundred 
members. The hallmark of that growing and exciting church is worship that is alive and 
generating power for each and all of the church's members and ministries. 

On August 1, 1992, he began his work as the Senior Pastor of the Coral Gables (Florida) 
Congregational Church. It is a church of diverse and multi-cultural influences and one of 
the leading churches of the United Church of Christ in its commitment to mission and 
outreach. During Rev. Miller's time there, the church began seeking to energize the 
creative balance of worship and mission for all of the people of God. Needless to say, it 
was alive with the "sounds of music." 

In February of 1999 Rev. Miller became Senior Pastor of Asylum Hill Congregational 
Church. AHCC has seen tremendous growth both in numbers and in the scope of 
"faith-full" service in which its members engage. And of course, music is a major 
component of the worship experience as it opens windows to the presence of the 
Creator. 

Rev. Miller and his partner since 1968, Beth (a counselor and educator), have three sons - 
Kent, Mark and Christopher - and four grandchildren. 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH VALUE STATEMENTS 
INCLUSION 

We welcome all in Christ’s love. 
FREEDOM OF FAITH 

Individual interpretation of God’s Word and freedom of expression 
are cornerstones of our faith. 

SERVICE 
We seek to be a Christ-like presence in the world. 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
We encourage all to seek Christian growth. 

WE WELCOME YOU...to the Morning Worship of the First Baptist Church. If you 
are a guest, we express a special word of welcome and invite you to fill out the 
Welcome Card found in the pew rack. We are honored by your presence and 
hope you will return whenever you are able. The congregation of First Baptist 
Church, believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, embraces persons of every age, race, 
sexual orientation, denomination, cultural background, and economic means as 
vital and integral members of God’s family. We welcome everyone to 
participate in the membership, life, worship, and activities of this church. 

IF YOU ARE VISITING FOR THE FIRST TIME TODAY: 
Please join us for fellowship in Gordon Hall following the service. You can 
enjoy refreshments, meet members of this congregation, and learn about the 
many programs of this church. Gordon Hall is located by exiting the 
Sanctuary through the double doors near the pulpit. Enter Gordon Hall by the 
first door on the left in the hallway. If you are searching for a church home, 
we would love to get to know you. Please speak with the pastor, Thomas 
R. McKibbens, or call to speak with him during the week at 508-755-6143. 

Those with infants are welcome to take them to the Nursery. 
Please ask one of the ushers to assist you. 
HEARING AIDS, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS,  

AND CHILDREN’S BULLETINS ARE AVAILABLE… 
Please speak with one of our ushers for assistance. 

CHANCEL FLOWERS TODAY...are given by Dr. Robin McFee in loving memory 
of her father, Willard “Mac” McFee.Z 



*SUNDAY EDUCATION SCHEDULE* 
8:00 AM: Bible & Bagels I 
8:45 AM: Continental Breakfast Served 
9:00 AM: Bible & Bagels II, Church School 
10:00 AM: Morning Worship 
11:00 AM: Coffee and… 
11:20 AM: Scrogin or Adult Forum, Activity Time 

Youth Group: See bulletin announcements or the posted schedule. 
TODAY’S ADULT FORUM...will be an exploration of Jazz in Worship; it’s 
history and possibilities, let by Rev. Gary Miller. Join us this morning in 
Gordon Hall at 11:20 AM. 

YOUTH GROUP...will be planning Youth Month and Youth Sunday during 
our April 18 meeting. Join us in the Lee Room at 11:30. Lunch will be 
provided. 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING...High blood pressure usually has no 
symptoms, and uncontrolled high blood pressure can lead to stroke, heart 

attack, heart failure or kidney failure. The only way to tell that you 
have high blood pressure is to have your blood pressure checked. 
A free screening is scheduled today in the Library following 
Morning Worship. If you have a BP wallet card, please bring it with 

you, or we can provide one for you. Sponsored by the Health Cabinet. 

GET DIRTY AND PRODUCE...FBC is installing an organic vegetable garden. 
We are working with Julius Jones at the Community Garden Network. 
Construction of five (5) raised beds will begin on Saturday, April 
24, 2010 at 9:00 AM, rain or shine! Julius has volunteered to 
oversee the construction. Please wear appropriate work 
clothes and bring work gloves. More sledge hammers are needed. 
Volunteers with experience are welcome and those who enjoy “playing” in 
the dirt are necessary! For more information, please contact Cathleen 
Samborski [508-791-5213/csamborksi@msn.com]. 

STEWARDSHIP MEETING RESCHEDULED...The Stewardship Committee has 
been rescheduled to Tuesday, April 27, 6:00 PM. Please make note in your 
calendar. 




